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SPOKANE F~t\.LLS AND NORTHERN RAILWAY. 
DECEMBER 13, 1897.-Ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on IndiQin Affairs, sq.bmitted the 
· following 
REPORT. 
[To accompany S. 2554.] 
The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 2554) granting to the Spokane F alls and Northern Railway a right 
of way through the Colville Indian Reservation, in the State of Wash-
ington, submit the following report: 
The north half of the Colville Indian Reservation is now open to 
mineral entry under the laws of the United States, and many valuable 
deposits of mineral have been discovered there. It contains a large 
white population e11gaged in working the mines and prospects recently 
discovered. These miners and prospectors are greatly handicapped by 
the inaccessibility of the locality, and will be greatly relieved by the 
building of the proposed railway. There are no Indians upon the north 
half of the reservation and no Indian rights will be prejudiced by the 
pa sage of the bill. 
The committee therefore recommend the passage of the accompanying 
bill. 
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